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13 March 1864

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, the pastor said that on the advice of his doctors, he must have a rest. He could
resign as pastor or he could give up all pastoral duties except preaching on Sundays. The
consistory approved a proposal that he give up the pastoral work for six months and then consult
with consistory on the next step. The consistory thought he should give up preaching for two
months but the pastor preferred to continue because "preaching does not cause him that much
difficulty." It was decided that he would preach only once on Sunday and that Rev. Pieter Oggel
take over his catechism classes.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 204-205.
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This was received for information and the consistory advises the committee that it is
wiser to confirm the purchase by a contract rather than through a mortgage. The
committee is in agreement with this judgment.
ARTICLE 6 (sic) - A membership statement was received for R. Kwantes and wife given
by S. D. van Spackeren, minister in the State Reformed Church of Goedereede, the
Netherlands. This statement of membership wa/s placed on the table, and it was decided
that these members will be asked to appear afa consistory meeting. If this is not
possible, then the wife is to receive a visitrfrom the committee at her home for an
interview. The pastor, Wakker, and Kedpel were appointed. The pastor prefers not to be
part of this committee, because he ha a different point of view concerning the extent of
the baptism for infants who are chil ren of parents who have not made profession of
faith. This difference of opinion i eludes some members of the consistory.
ARTICLE 7 (sic)- At his requ t, S. Westveer was granted a raise in his salary for his
work in the church during the inter months, namely, $2.00 per week.
ARTICLE 8 - The next m ting of the consistory will take place at the time of the full
moon. The meeting was çllosed with prayer by Brother de Bruin.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of March 13, 1864
Absent: Brother Vork.
ARTICLE 1 - The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, Rev. A. C. van
Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 - The minutes were read and approved, with the addition of line in Article 6.
ARTICLE 3 - Membership statements were received for Sjoerd Posthumus and Beukje
Posthumus, nee van Vliet.
ARTICLE 4 - The pastor reports on the reason for calling this meeting. He indicates that
he feels compelled to give heed to the advice of the doctors, who have once again said to
him that if he did not wish to destroy himself, he must take a necessary rest. The Rev.,
therefore, proposed that he should resign as a minister of this congregation, or that he be
relieved of all congregational responsibility and activities, with the exception of
preaching on Sundays. This should be for one year to see whether there is a restoration
of physical strength, and in case he, after a half-year, has not improved, he would inform
the consistory, so that
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they can deal as circumstances require, in order to provide for the needs of the
congregation. After this dual proposal was discussed, the consistory, with but one
exception, voted unanimously to take the second proposal.
ARTICLE 5 — It was proposed that, given the information received about the situation of
the pastor, and the judgment of the physicians, he should also be relieved of preaching for
the next two months, in order to better achieve the rest which has been recommended.
After having spoken about this, and after the Rev, had indicated that preaching does not
cause him that much difficulty, and he also is not at all eager to stop, whether it be once
or twice on Sunday, it was decided that the minister will preach only one time each
Sunday for the next two months. Rev. Oggel will attempt to take over the responsibilities
for the catechism classes.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided that on Sunday afternoon, the congregation will be
informed about the above-mentioned decision. They will be told that from now on all
congregational matters are not to be brought to the minister but to the clerk of the
consistory; this because of the situation of the pastor.
ARTICLE 7 — The next consistory meeting will be next Monday at 6:30, at the home of
Brother Plugger. The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Kamper.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of March 21, 1864
Absent: Brothers Broek, Vork, and Naber. Later, Broek entered the meeting.
ARTICLE 1 — Due to the absence of Rev. van Raalte, the meeting was opened with
//
prayer by the clerk.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Keppel was appointed as th chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided that, as long as t,>É pastor is not present at the consistory
meetings, the elders will take their turns as chairman.
ARTICLE 4 — Present at the meeting was . ter Haar, who complained about a
perceived injustice or insult inflicted by he widow van Duren, who allegedly had lost
$5.00 of monies he had entrusted to h9f care. He reports that for some time A. van
Elferding had given to the widow va Duren monies at Grand Haven. She, in turn, had
given them to W. ter Haar, but the f llowing morning when he counted, he discovered
that there was $5.00

